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STANDING ADVISORY COUNCIL FOR RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

         5 March 2019

Meeting commenced: 4:00pm
Meeting ended: 4:50pm

PRESENT:

Committee A: Alex Klein
Jeremy Michelson
Imran Kotwal

Committee B:

Committee C: Anne Broomhead
David Levien
Kerril Casey

Committee D: Councillor Walsh
Councillor Collinson
Councillor Brocklehurst
Councillor Saunders
Councillor Nkurunzia

David Milne

Officers: Elizabeth Jones – SACRE Clerk
Sophie Wroe – SACRE Clerk (new)
Kindra Belcher – SACRE Consultant

1. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS

Alex Klein welcomed everyone to the meeting and introductions were made.

2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillor Fletcher, Councillor 
Ryan, Pat Wilson and Reverend Daniel Burton. 

3. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 16th OCTOBER 

The minutes of the previous meeting held on 16th October were agreed as a true and 
correct record.

RESOLVED: THAT the minutes of the meeting held on 16th October were agreed as 
a true and correct record.

MATTERS ARISING 
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Kindra Belcher informed the meeting that she approached a potential Roman Catholic 
representative; a priest in situ, however after no response she learned he has now 
moved on. 

Councillor Walsh added that he has potential reps in mind who he will approach.

Kindra arranged the sub-group meeting but it had to be cancelled so this is to be 
rearranged. 

Kindra sent the syllabus link to Elizabeth which has now been distributed via email; it 
is important we do not share the password. 

RESOLVED: THAT (1) Councillor Walsh to approach potential R.C representatives.
RESOLVED: THAT (2) Kindra to arrange a sub-group meeting.

4. NEW CLERK

Elizabeth Jones introduced the meeting to Sophie Wroe who will be taking over as 
SACRE Clerk after this meeting. Elizabeth will support Sophie for as long as needed 
whilst she gets to grips with this new role.

SACRE members can contact Sophie via sophie.wroe@salford.gov.uk.  It was 
agreed members will continue to copy Elizabeth into email correspondences for now. 

RESOLVED: THAT the information is noted.

5. PRIMARY AND SECONDARY UPDATE

Primary:-
Kindra informed the meeting that the Primary RE CPD with Lat Blaylock had a great 
turn out at 24 attendees. The syllabus was recapped and building in assessment was 
discussed, feedback received had been positive. 

A Primary Network Meeting was held on 6th November at Riverside Primary School 
and 15 attended. The key messages of CPD were discussed and Lat gave a useful 
resource that they developed to use.

The next meeting is to be held on the 12th March at St Marys Primary School, 
Cadishead.

Kindra explained that free training for Primary Teachers has been organised to expand 
teaching Leads subject knowledge of Islam. It will also be a good opportunity for them 
to share ideas and resources. 
Imran Kotwal will host the training at Buile Hill Banqueting Suite on Monday 1st July.

Jeremey and David Milne both offered their services for any future training events. 

Secondary:-
Kerril informed the meeting that it is a struggle in Secondary to physically meet up so 
having a virtual group was discussed and agreed. We now have a virtual discussion 
where we have been offering support and enabling the sharing of best practice.

mailto:sophie.wroe@salford.gov.uk
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From those small discussions they are looking for CPD on the delivery of the new 
GCSE spec, there is a demand for more subject knowledge around Judaism and Islam 
and other religions other than Christianity.

Resources are lacking; there are no Buddhism textbooks and current resources offer 
ethical units delivered mainly from a Christian perspective. 

Perhaps we need to look at bringing in people from Faith communities and the exam 
board into this conversation.

During the discussion the following points/questions were raised:
 Jeremy suggested ‘Judaism GCSE the definitive resource’ by Clive Lawton, 

which was commissioned by the Board of Deputies of British Jews. This book 
addresses issues in Judaism and the Curriculum and is available online, 
teachers can buy as a PDF or hard copy. 

o Kerril agreed to email this book recommendation to her network
 Alex Klein and Jeremey discussed an interactive DVD; it could be too basic for 

GCSE and a little dated for Primary but Jeremey will try and get some copies
 Alex brought up the topic of having a Youth Council, it was agreed that this will 

be discussed further by the sub group.

Kerril explained how her students contributed to Holocaust Memorial Day by giving 
feedback from their trip to Poland.

During the discussion the following points/questions were raised:
 The students were excellent and refreshingly articulate
 They were wonderful in their contributions
 There were more attendees than previous and the venue was excellent. 
 Feedback via email has been very positive and official thanks should be given 

to The Albion Academy

RESOLVED: THAT (1) the information is noted.
RESOLVED: THAT (2) Kerril to inform schools about ‘Judaism GCSE the definitive   
                                     resource.’
RESOLVED: THAT (3) Jeremey to bring copies of interactive DVD to next meeting.
RESOLVED: THAT (4) Official thanks to be given to The Albion Academy.

6. NASACRE AGM CONFERENCE

NASCARE AGM Conference – 22nd May 2019 in Manchester.

Elizabeth informed the meeting that Cathy Starbuck has agreed to fund two members 
to attend the conference at a cost of £100 per SACRE delegate.

Alex, David and Kindra would all like to attend. 

Elizabeth will ask Cathy if three can attend, otherwise David could possibly be funded 
by his Union ‘Voice’. 

RESOLVED: THAT (1) the information is noted.
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RESOLVED: THAT (2) Elizabeth to enquire with Cathy about funding for two 
attendees.

7. SCHOOLS PROGRAMME INVITATION AT WALKDEN ACADEMY

David Levien explained that the London based Anne Frank Trust have put together a 
travelling exhibition which deals with prejudice and discrimination in historical and 
contemporary context. The trust also trains young people to be skilled in hosting the 
exhibitions; great for student empowerment.

Citizenship coordinator, Andy Simms, has negotiated for the trust to host two weeks’ 
worth of workshops at Co-op Academy Walkden for £250 (donations welcome).

Interested parties and all SACRE members are invited, 19th March 11:15am.

The trust are keen to work with faith groups, schools and community groups and David 
proposed that if this turns out to be a model of excellent best practice then maybe we 
could encourage other schools to have this exhibition.

During the discussion the following points/questions were raised:
 We have massive issues with prejudice and discrimination in our communities 

so anything that can help tackle that is welcome
 Councillor Walsh feels this could link with Schools of Sanctuaries, who welcome 

all and celebrate differences
 School of Sanctuaries is a new innovative in the City, Natalie Stables is leading 

on it and we need to be linking up on this with her
 It’s an accreditation that the school work towards, creating a safe and 

welcoming atmosphere, embedding this welcome process and celebrating 
young people and staff in schools

 Kerril explained that at Ellesmere Park they have a safe and welcoming space 
and a book club where we have books in different languages, books on refuges, 
amnesty international information and welcome packs

 Parents are fully included in this, we need to welcome the family as well not just 
the child

 We have very few asylum seeker children at present, but important how we 
embed this into children who aren’t asylum seeker

 Alex proposed a multi-cultural event where schools come together to highlight 
different cultures through music, theatre, food, clothes

o It could be held at Buile Hill Banqueting Suite
o We could showcase the Anne Frank Trust and Schools of Sanctuary
o The youth Mayor and youth MP could also be invited
o Natalie Stables be invited to the Anne Frank Exhibition to link the two 

together
 If SACRE and others come together to address current issues that need 

tackling, they might get more funding
 David Milne questioned whether knife crime could be incorporated and 

Councillor Saunders agreed this is a hot topic that could unite both religious 
and non-religious people

 Alex could write to the chair to ask if it could be raised at the NASACRE 
Conference where all representatives will be present
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 Kerril offered to delegate to sub-committee as it could also link with Youth 
SACRE. Kerril feels three events would be more effective; 
Youth SACRE, a Multi-faith event for celebrations and a youth conference for 
debates.  

RESOLVED: THAT (1) the information is noted.
RESOLVED: THAT (2) Members to email Elizabeth if interested in attending the Anne 
Frank Exhibition. 
RESOLVED: THAT (3) Natalie Stables, Youth MP and Youth Mayor to be invited to 
Anne Frank Exhibition.
RESOLVED: THAT (4) Alex to email chair of NASSACRE 

8. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Annual Report:-
The annual SACRE report is due, Kindra will produce the report and ask members for 
their input, it also requires a letter from the chair.

Training:-
Some SACRE members expressed an interest in attending any training for schools as 
an observer.

RESOLVED: THAT the information is noted.

9. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 

The meeting agreed that Sophie would send out some potential dates for the May 
2019 meeting in order to maximise attendance and ensure we are quorate.

RESOLVED: THAT the next meeting of SACRE will be scheduled on a date in May 
2019 and members notified accordingly.


